Affective spaces in narratives of ex combatants in the post-conflict
moment

Workshop 27 May, 2022
King’s College London, Aldwych 30, Bush House SE, Room SE2.09 and Room SE2.12 (catering)
Organiser: Jelke Boesten, Logistics: Katalin Zsiga
Part of British Academy IC3100040, ‘Intimacies of Violence’.
Periods of armed violence and conflict are perceived as moments of disconnect and rupture
in history and development of societies. Hence, we speak of post-conflict ‘transitions’ from
authoritarianism or political conflict to democratic and/or peaceful societies. Rather than
‘formal’ transitional justice mechanisms and processes, in this workshop we are interested
in the affective spaces constructed in and through violence, and the sequels this may
provoke. More specifically, where and how does the experience of perpetrating violence
meets intimacy and affect? How does the memory of violence shape affective
relationships? To what extend does political violence feed into intimate violence in postconflict societies, and vice versa -what is the role of intimate forms of violence in the
perpetuation of political violence? How does one build community in the face of violence?
In this workshop we present cutting edge work in historical anthropology and related fields
on the affective spaces embedded in experiences and narratives of violence. Papers cover
a range of geographical and historical contexts and methodologies, all reflecting on the
intimacies of violence that we identify in the narratives of ex-combatants and those close
to that experience.
Our first session combines the work that is the starting point for this workshop, the British
Academy funded project ‘Intimacies of Violence: Veterans’ accounts of gender and warfare
and its aftermath in Peru.’ One presentation will be in Spanish, with direct translation into

English. During the rest of the workshop, two students will translate the English to Spanish
for our Spanish speaker(s), in the back of the room.
The main purpose of the event is to help us think through some of the theoretical,
methodological, and empirical tensions in researching affective space in narratives of
violence and seek appropriate venues for publication.

Programme
9:00-9:30

Introductions and Coffee

Dr Lurgio Gavilan, San Cristobal University of Huamanga, Peru.
Afecto e interdependencia en los exsoldados del Perú posconflicto
Affection and interdependence amongst ex-soldiers in post-conflict Peru.

Prof Jelke Boesten, King’s College London
Intimacy as military governance: sexualised violence in the Peruvian armed forces
Intimidad como gobernanza militar: violencia sexualizada en las FFAA del Perú
11:00- 11:15

BREAK

Prof Erin Baines, University of British Columbia
Unspeakable: relational methodologies, masculinities, and paternal love
Indecible: metodologías relacionales, masculinidades, y amor paterno.

Dr Roxani Krystalli, University of St Andrews
Researching (with) Love and Care – Methodological and Analytical Explorations of
Remaking Worlds in the Wake of Violence
Investigando (con) amor y cuidado: exploraciones metodológicas y analíticas en rehacer
mundos después de violencia

Dr Kiran Grewal, Goldsmiths, University of London
Building new affective communities in post-war Sri Lanka
Construyendo comunidades afectivas en Sri Lanka postconflicto
12:45- 13:30

LUNCH and further introductions

Prof Ana Carden Coyne, University of Manchester
Traces of Care and Empathic Community in a Syrian Prison: the art and memory of Azza Abo
Rebieh
Huellas de cuidado y comunidad empática en una cárcel Siria: El arte y la memoria de Azza Abo
Rebieh

Prof Kimberly Theidon, Tufts University
Domesticating Female Fighters? Guerrilla groups and governance regimes
¿Domesticando combatientes mujeres? Grupos guerrilleras y regímenes de gobernanza.

Ms Jessica Anania, University of Oxford
Private violence, public ‘justice’: Addressing intimate violence in truth commissions
Violencia privada, justicia pública: abordando violencia intima en comisiones de la verdad.
15:00 – 15:15

BREAK

Prof Leigh Payne, University of Oxford
When Combatants Speak about Sexual Violence: The Left Unsettled
Cuando combatientes hablan de la violencia sexual: la izquierda desconcertada

Dr Maria Rashid, University College London
Precarious attachments: soldiers and erasures of the feminine in the Pakistan army.
Afectos precarios: soldados y las borraduras de lo femenina en las FFAA Pakistaní.

16:30 – 17:00
19:00

Dinner

Wrap up discussion

